Welcome to Tree of Life Preschool
at Congregation Kol Shalom

Dear Future Tree of Life Family,
We always thank our families for sharing their children with us; they are our inspiration and our
purpose. Their imaginations, curiosity, and growth guide us to prepare indoor and outdoor
environments that capture their attention and speak to their self-construction; a process that is
truly our honor to witness.
Enclosed is paperwork that begins your process of joining our family. Although your time with
us is short (just a year or two), please know that we intend to always be a source of support for
your children as they grow and move on; their successes and explorations will always warrant our
clapping and dancing for their achievements! You are welcome to return your paperwork to
TOL via snail mail, drop off, or email.
Our staff all plans on returning to TOL in the fall! Our classroom lead teacher is Marta Potter;
she found us in the spring of 2016 after reading about our program in the Capital. Her
enthusiasm and experience make her a perfect fit; her last position with Montgomery County
Parks was at Locust Grove Nature Center in Bethesda, MD after more than 30 years as a
naturalist and manager at nature centers around Maryland. Her insight and passion guarantee
another year filled with exuberant exploration and continued work begun this year.
Ellie Henry will also be joining us to teach Hebrew and Jewish traditions. Ellie teaches in our
religious school (K-1). Her knowledge and effervescence just fills the classroom with excitement
during tefillah each morning, and her Hebrew knowledge has inspired an ever-growing lexicon
of “Hebrish” throughout the day. Ellie is also an avid nature lover who is easily able to share and
banter with Marta as the children ask questions and enjoy the lessons of the day!
Again, we are fortunate to have attracted such talent and capable leaders for our preschool. I
believe when a vision is strong and a purpose is clear, a gathering of like minds is inevitable. This
is what we are experiencing; we are all here to provide our children with a love of nature, to learn
and share nurturing, and to celebrate traditions. This makes all our unique roles at TOL wellconnected and our programming strong.

Shalom and Sunshine,
Allison I Charapp
Director of Tree of Life Preschool

Tree of Life Preschool

The work of the young child is great work – it is important
work and we are able to serve the child through offering an
environment that inspires exploration, engages curiosity, and
nurtures spiritual growth based on the teachings of Judaism.
Nature is the platform we have chosen to guide your child into
the world of today. Everything we do and we learn connects
back to nature, whether it is on the surface of our planet, in the
air around us, or beyond the stars we can see. As adults it is
our mission to open doors through language, experience,
prayers, and traditions to further strengthen the bonds to
nature, humanity, and G-d. Learning to be in nature, to work
in nature, to care for nature, and to respect nature all directly
link our children to the relationships we want for them to have
with each other and with G-d. Our days will be spent outside
as much as possible either in our playspace or in our outdoor
classrooms, both allowing discovery and focused exploration.

Our educational philosophy underscores our commitment to childcentered learning. Educators guide students to new learning as
children ask questions, express curiosity or concern, and show
enthusiasm toward discoveries. Students experiment, problemsolve and explore with their senses. Students voice opinions and
express ideas through language and the arts. Students develop
friendships and learn from one another through cooperative play;
in other words, students actively participate in all aspects of
learning.
We integrate many approaches to support each child’s
learning path by:
• Developing a connection to G-d through the traditions of
Judaism;
• Providing a supportive, safe learning environment to
encourage discovery, questioning and experimentation;
• Offering sensory opportunities with natural objects,
artifacts, outdoor interpretation and creative arts activities;
• Engaging cognitive growth and problem-solving skills
through hands-on games and activities;
• Developing physical motor skills through active learning
and play;
• Promoting social skills and positive self-image through
group play and cooperative learning;
• Cultivating emotional literacy and empathy to develop selfesteem;
• Nurturing self-expression, creativity, and reflection;
• Encouraging family involvement to help students
appreciate the wisdom of their first teachers – their
families;
• Celebrating diversity of all living things and the
individuality of children and families;
• Instilling respect and appreciation for the natural world.

In contrast to traditional preschool programs, at Tree of Life
Preschool:
• Children learn directly from biofacts and artifacts.
• Children have daily trail and garden experiences.
• Children develop earth-friendly habits such as recycling
and composting.
• Children eat, grow, and prepare healthy foods for snack
while reciting appropriate Hebrew blessings.
• Children create and reflect on learning through a variety of
expressive art forms using natural and recycled materials.
We develop a sense of spirituality and tradition by:
• Reinforcing the concept of Tikun Olam (Caring for the
World) through activities both in the classroom and outside
• Reinforcing the concept of Mitzvot (G-d’s Commandments)
by teaching and modeling acts of kindness (Gemilut
Chasadim), how to treat others (Derech Eretz), respecting
our environment (Shemirat HaAdamah)
• Introducing Hebrew language through basic vocabulary,
songs, and prayers
• Preparing for reading readiness with the Hebrew alphabet
• Welcoming Shabbat each week and learning about the
holidays and celebrating the basic traditions of each

We develop English language and literacy skills by:
• Exposing students to letters, letter combinations, and
words
• Modeling writing and offering writing opportunities each
day
• Providing a print-rich classroom environment (e.g.
magazines, books, field guides, poems)
• Storytelling, listening to and retelling stories
• Inviting students to dictate or imagine stories
• Encouraging dramatic play
• Singing, rhyming, and experimenting with sounds
• Generating lists or reading to perform a task (e.g. recipe or
game instructions)
• Identifying characters and storylines to promote
comprehension
• Introducing vocabulary rich materials and manipulatives
(e.g. types of fish, types of water formations, types of land
formations, names of leaf shapes)
We explore math ideas:
• Finding, following, and repeating patterns
• Counting within context
• Figuring out what is missing among groups
• Estimating
• Songs, stories, and games with counting
• Using number and time words
• Graphing and charting
• Grouping (e.g. dozen, pair, many)
• Naming shapes
• Classifying and grouping objects
• Sorting and matching objects
• Measuring and using of scales
• Tracking seasonal and time progressions
• Counting with one-to-one correspondence
• Examining a series of objects

Tree of Life Preschool
at Congregation Kol Shalom

TENTATIVE Calendar for 2019-20/ 5779-80 School Year
The dates listed here are subject to minor changes with advance clear
communication to all families affected. Note also that we use the AACPS calendar to guide
our major breaks, but we do not follow their early dismissals or days off for their scheduling.
We do observe yom tov: no work days related to the Jewish holidays.
September

October

November

2

Labor Day – no school

3

First Day of School for TOL students (enrolled on Tuesday)

30

Rosh Hashanah – no school

1

Rosh Hashanah – no school

8

Erev Yom Kippur – TOL closes at 3:00pm

9

Yom Kippur – no school

14,15

Sukkot – no school

21,22

Sukkot – no school

25,26

Parent Conferences for Pre-K children – no school (please bring
your children to play while you meet with your teachers; we will
watch them!)

27,28,29

Thanksgiving Break – no school
Please reach out to your teachers to schedule Parent/Teacher
conferences for younger children

December
20
23 – 31

No School – teacher work day
Winter Break – no school

Tree of Life Preschool
at Congregation Kol Shalom

Calendar for 2019-20/5779-80 School Year
Please note that during the winter months, for the most part, we follow Anne Arundel
County Public Schools (AACPS). If AACPS closes, we are also closed. If they call any delay,
we will open our doors at 9:30 a.m. If AACPS closes early, we will reach out to parents via
email and text to pick up as soon as possible. When AACPS cancels evening activities, we
will close at our regular time. It is our hope to make sure that your children and our staff are
able to arrive safely and get home safely. If there are any changes due to our driveway and
parking lot conditions, we will contact you via text or email.
January

February

1

Winter Break – no school

20

Martin Luther King’s B-day – no school

17

President’s Day – no school

?

Purim Carnival – hosted by TOL and DRRS (flyer to be shared with
details)

?

Megillah reading – evening service

April

9 - 16

Spring/Passover Break – no school

May

?

March

?

June

Lag B’Omer celebration – hosted by TOL and DRRS (flyer to be
shared with details
Commissioning Week – we will close at 12:30 pm for Blue Angels’
practice day, show day, and graduation day. If you live downtown,
you may choose to not come to school on the show day and
graduation day due to traffic.

25

Memorial Day – no school

5

Last Day of School – Welcome Summer celebration – families
welcome to join us at 11:00 (flyer to be shared with details)

2019-20

TREE OF LIFE PRESCHOOL
YEARLY TUITION PLAN
ALL MORNINGS BEGIN AT 9:00AM. WE OFFER A SOFT OPENING FROM
8:30 – 9:00 AND A FLEX PICK-UP FROM 2:30-3:00

noon

1:00pm

2:30pm

4:00pm

5:30pm

One day a
week

$1200

$1500

$1700

$2000

$2200

2 days a
week

$2200

$2800

$3200

$4000*

not available on Fridays

$4400*

*tuition is slightly less if one day is Friday

3 days a
week

$3500

$4100

$4700

$5800*

$6500*

*tuition is slightly less if one day is Friday

4 days a
week

$4800

$5800

$6400

$7500*

$8200*

*tuition is slightly less if one day is Friday

5 days a
week

$5500

$6500

$7200

Shabbat: No Late Day on Friday

$8300

$9000

10 payments consist of one down payment
and nine monthly payments from September through May.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: ALLISON @ ALLISON@KOLSHALOMANNAPOLIS.ORG

Tree of Life Preschool at Kol Shalom
APPLICATION FORM FOR 2019-20/5779-80

Child’s Name

Child’s Age/DOB

Gender

Circle Days Needed

Circle Pick-up Time

Tuition
(see tuition grid)

Monday Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday Friday

Noon
1:00pm
2:30pm
4:00pm 5:30pm

$ _________________

Please Note: Our doors open at 8:30am for all students to arrive,
allowing arrival to have its own transition.
*Dismissal for full-day students extends from 2:30 to 3:00
**When you join Kol Shalom and register your child at Tree of Life, your savings is in your Kol
Shalom Family membership. See membership form for actual savings.
Please Tell Us About Your Family
Parents/Guardians
Full Address
Home Phone

Other Phone Numbers (Please Specify)

Email Address(es)
Employer(s)/Occupation(s)

Enrollment Procedures
Please return this Application Form and $100 application fee to Tree of Life Preschool at Congregation Kol Shalom
by post or in person. Applications will be reviewed the order they are received; incomplete applications will not be
considered. You will receive an Enrollment Contract if spaces are still available. You must submit the Enrollment
Contract with your non-refundable 10% tuition down payment to secure a place in our program.
For more information contact the director, Allison Charapp at allison@kolshalomannapolis.org.

Payment Details
Amount

Signature

Date

☐Cash ☐Check ☐Visa ☐Mastercard
Credit Card Number

3-digit code

Expiration Date

Tree of Life Preschool at Congregation Kol Shalom 1909 Hidden Meadow Lane Annapolis, MD 21401
(o)410-266-6006 allison@kolshalomannapolis.org (c) 443-871-4126

Tree of Life Preschool
at Congregation Kol Shalom

Registration Information
Enrollment: Enrollment is for the duration of the program: roughly, September through early June (see yearly

calendar for specific dates). Children must be three years old and be toilet-proficient by the first day of school.
No exceptions or adjustment to tuition will be made unless the student is admitted after school begins. In this
case, a prorated tuition will be applied.
New Students and Siblings: To enroll, fill out an application form and submit it with the application fee.

Applications are accepted all year long. If space is available, we will send an enrollment packet with an
enrollment contract. New student enrollment begins in early March for the upcoming Fall school year. Within
two weeks you must sign and return the contract and non-refundable down payment of 10% of the annual
tuition. If we do not receive the signed enrollment contract within two weeks, we will offer the slot to another
student. Placement is first come, first served. If you enroll siblings in Tree of Life Preschool, we will apply a
$200 discount to each additional sibling’s tuition fee.
Priority Enrollment: Current students and families with siblings returning to Tree of Life Preschool receive

priority enrollment in February. Members of Kol Shalom Congregation with a new application will also have
priority placement after returning families have made their commitments. Applications and contracts are
processed in the order they are received.
Wait List: We do our best to place your child in the time slot you indicate. If we are unable to do so, we will

contact you to offer alternate openings. If we are still unable to enroll your child, we will place him or her on a
wait list. If an opening arises, we will notify you.
Confirmation: Once the enrollment contract is returned, you’ll receive a confirmation email. A welcome packet

with additional information and paperwork will be sent prior to the first day of class.
Payment: Each family is responsible for tuition regardless of their child’s attendance. Tuition for our calendar

year (September – June) can be paid annually or monthly. Please note that you are billed on the first day of each
month. This payment is automatically applied to your credit card unless you have indicated you wish to pay by
check. All billing questions can be directed to Allison Charapp, our director.
NOTE: There is no reduction in tuition for missed days or for days classes are closed or canceled. There are no

make-up classes.

